Editorial: VW Needs to Come Clean, Now(Q T, 8, 2015

A€ Testing companies assist with the distortion of laboratory test results to produce artificially low results, A€ said Greg Archer, the clean vehicles
program manager at Transport & Environment, an advocacy group. 4€eWe have testing orgamizations that are working for the carmakers, exploiting
all the loopholes that they can in an obsolete testing procedure 4€
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TAceV Nord, which is privately held, has its roots as one of a number of trade associations set up to inspect steam boilers in 19th-century Germany.
Now it has more than 10,000 employees around the world and inspects everything from satellite components to computer networks, and operates a
food testing laboratory in Pune, India.

Volkswagen, which goes beyond emissions testing.

TAceV Nord has also worked for Volkswagen in the United States; its engineers spent a week auditing environmental compliance at the
carmakera€™s plant in Chattanooga, Tenn., before production started in 2011. One of the members of TAwV Norda€™s supervisory board,
Stephan Schaller, has also been an executive at both Volkswagen and BMW during his tenure on the TAceV board.

This spring, TAceV Norda€™s chairman, Guido Rettig, posed for a photograph next to Martin Winterkorn, then the chief executive of Volkswagen.
Both men smiled as Mr. Rettig awarded Mr. Winterkorn and Volkswagen with an oversized certificate for overall quality excellence a€cethroughout its
entire organization, €  according to a news release.

Following the Volkswagen scandal, automakers have publicly embraced the on-road tests that TAeeV Nord and other groups are helping develop in
Europe, though they are also lobbymg behind the scenes to make them much easier to pass.
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None dispute that their cars emit more on the road than they do in the precise conditions of lab tests, as studies have shown. Volkswagen did not
respond to requests for comment, but the two other companies involved in the TAceV Nord test last year acknowledged such differences.

#€ceThe driver may brake and accelerate more frequently, and ascend steeper slopes than is done during testing,4€  said Graeme Fudge, a Mazda
spokesman. 4€ceAll of these factors will increase engine enissions.a€

Michael Rebstock, a spokesman for BMW, said the company supported d€cerapid introduction of the new regulations to create clarity for consumers
and the industry as quickly as possible.4€

Concerns about diesel pollution have long festered in Europe, where diesels are more popular than anywhere else, and regulators have spent several
years trying to develop tests outside laboratories. The United States has required such tests on large diesel trucks since a similar cheating scandal in
1998, but Europea€™s will be the first required for cars by regulators anywhere.

With its extensive research, TAoeV Nord, which has been developing portable testing equipment for trucks for more than a decade, was a natural
partner on the project. The company has been a regular presence at a technical working group advising policy makers in Brussels, the seat of the

European Comnussion.

Even environmental advocacy groups have sought TAceVAE™s help. Transport & Environment has taken part in discussions about the new European
tests and has used TAoeV Nord for one of its own studies.
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The International Council on Clean Transportation, which oversaw the independent tests of diesel enussions that led to the Volkswagen scandal, 1s
currently collaborating on a study with TAceV Nord of emissions from diesel-electric hybrid vehicles.

Vicente Franco, a researcher at LC.C.T. who has taken part in meetings in Brussels with officials from TAceV Nord, said the company 4€cemade
meaningful contibutions that were meant to make the on-road tests more robust.4€
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Still, Mr. Franco conceded that the interconnectedness underscores the vulnerabilities of the system. 4€ceThere is a financial dependency between the
technical services and manufacturers that at some point should be rethought to improve the confidence in the system, but this is a long-term process,
and it takes a lot of political wilL4€  he said.

Many policy makers have faulted the passive role played by regulators and believe there 1s a need for far more independent tests. Regulation in Europe
1s handled by each of the 28 member states, and there 1s little enforcement.

a€eWe are definitely against having self-regulatory tests, because obviously they are not working 4€  said Mirtam Dalli, a Social Democrat from
Malta who sits on the European Parliamenta€™s environmental committee. 4€ceWe need an independent testing system.4€

Giovanm La Via, the chairman of the Parliamenta€™s environmental committee, says there needs to be a new European agency to oversee car testing
in the 28 member states.

a€ccEuropean institutions react after a scandal, €  said Mr. La Via, a member of the center-right European Peoplea€™s Party, the largest bloc in the
Parhiament. 4€xWe need to use the same procedure for all the car producers. We cannot maintain 28 different systems.4€

Damny Hakim reported from London, and Grabam Bowley from Wolfsburg, Germany.

A version of this article appears in print on October 15 201 5 on page Bl of the New York edition with the headline: Cozy Relations Complicate
Europe’s Bid for New Car Tests . Qrder Reprins| To :
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